
Drywall Installers, Ceiling Tile Installers, and
Tapers
SOC: 47-2080 • Career Profile Report

■ Key Facts

$58,800
Median Salary

118,600
Employment

+4.0%
Growth Rate

■ Requirements & Salary Range

Education: No formal educational credential

■ Automation Risk Assessment

Medium Risk - 35.0% probability of being automated in the next 10-20 years.

This job has some routine elements but still requires human judgment and interaction.

■■ Work-Life Balance

5.1/10 - Fair work-life balance

■ Personality Fit (RIASEC)

Higher scores indicate better personality fit for this career type.

Realistic 9.4/10 Investigative 5.8/10

Artistic 4.0/10 Social 5.0/10

Enterprising 5.0/10 Conventional 6.0/10

■ Top Skills Required

Ability to work at heights, Attention to detail, Balance, Dexterity, Math skills, Physical stamina, Physical strength

✓ Strengths ■ Challenges

• High Demand
• Flexible Work
• Continuous Learning

• Burnout Risk
• Rapid Technological Change



■ What They Do

Drywall Installers, Ceiling Tile Installers, and Tapers typically perform the following tasks: • Read blueprints or other specifications to
determine methods of installation, work procedures, or material or tool requirements. • Measure and mark surfaces to lay out work,
according to blueprints or drawings, using tape measures, straightedges or squares, and marking devices. • Fit and fasten wallboard
or drywall into position on wood or metal frameworks, using glue, nails, or screws. • Measure and cut openings in panels or tiles for
electrical outlets, windows, vents, plumbing, or other fixtures, using keyhole saws or other cutting tools. • Assemble or install metal
framing or decorative trim for windows, doorways, or vents. • Cut metal or wood framing and trim to size, using cutting tools. • Inspect
furrings, mechanical mountings, or masonry surfaces for plumbness and level, using spirit or water levels. • Cut fixture or border tiles
to size, using keyhole saws, and insert them into surrounding frameworks. • Cut and screw together metal channels to make floor or
ceiling frames, according to plans for the location of rooms or hallways. • Hang drywall panels on metal frameworks of walls and
ceilings in offices, schools, or other large buildings, using lifts or hoists to adjust panel heights, when necessary. • Trim rough edges
from wallboard to maintain even joints, using knives. • Suspend angle iron grids or channel irons from ceilings, using wire. •
Coordinate work with drywall finishers who cover the seams between drywall panels. • Install horizontal and vertical metal or wooden
studs to frames so that wallboard can be attached to interior walls. • Scribe and cut edges of tile to fit walls where wall molding is not
specified. • Hang dry lines to wall moldings to guide positioning of main runners. • Fasten metal or rockboard lath to the structural
framework of walls, ceilings, or partitions of buildings, using nails, screws, staples, or wire-ties. • Install blanket insulation between
studs and tack plastic moisture barriers over insulation. • Seal joints between ceiling tiles and walls. • Remove existing plaster,
drywall, or paneling, using crowbars and hammers.

Generated by StartRight • Data from U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics & O*NET

Source: https://www.bls.gov/ooh/construction-and-extraction/drywall-and-ceiling-tile-installers-and-tapers.htm


