Dental and Ophthalmic Laboratory
Technicians and Medical Appliance

Technicians

SOC: 51-9080 ¢ Career Profile Report

m Key Facts
$45,820 66,800
Median Salary Employment

m Requirements & Salary Range

Education: High school diploma

m Automation Risk Assessment

- 38.0% probability of being automated in the next 10-20 years.

This job has some routine elements but still requires human judgment and interaction.

mm \Work-Life Balance

4.9/10 - Fair work-life balance

m Personality Fit (RIASEC)

Higher scores indicate better personality fit for this career type.

-1.0%

Growth Rate

Realistic 8.4/10 Investigative 5.0/10
Artistic 3.8/10 Social 4.6/10
Enterprising 4.0/10 Conventional 8.0/10
m Top Skills Required
Detail oriented, Dexterity, Interpersonal skills, Problem-solving skills, Technical skills
O Strengths m Challenges
 High Demand * Burnout Risk
* Flexible Work * Rapid Technological Change

* Continuous Learning



m What They Do

Dental and Ophthalmic Laboratory Technicians and Medical Appliance Technicians typically perform the following tasks: ¢« Take and
document patients' medical histories. « Conduct tonometry or tonography tests to measure intraocular pressure. « Operate ophthalmic
equipment, such as autorefractors, phoropters, tomographs, or retinoscopes. ¢ Take anatomical or functional ocular measurements
of the eye or surrounding tissue, such as axial length measurements. « Measure visual acuity, including near, distance, pinhole, or
dynamic visual acuity, using appropriate tests. « Measure and record lens power, using lensometers. « Administer topical ophthalmic
or oral medications. « Conduct visual field tests to measure field of vision. ¢ Assist physicians in performing ophthalmic procedures,
including surgery. « Measure corneal curvature with keratometers or ophthalmometers to aid in the diagnosis of conditions, such as
astigmatism. « Conduct ocular moatility tests to measure function of eye muscles. ¢ Clean or sterilize ophthalmic or surgical
instruments. « Maintain ophthalmic instruments or equipment. ¢ Instruct patients in the care and use of contact lenses. * Assess
refractive conditions of eyes, using retinoscopes. « Call patients to inquire about their post-operative status or recovery. « Assist
patients to insert or remove contact lenses. « Conduct binocular disparity tests to assess depth perception. ¢ Adjust or make minor
repairs to spectacles or eyeglasses. ¢ Assist patients to select eyewear.
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