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■ Key Facts

$38,470
Median Salary

1,296,400
Employment

+4.0%
Growth Rate

■ Requirements & Salary Range

Education: See Requirements (BLS)

■ Automation Risk Assessment

Medium Risk - 45.0% probability of being automated in the next 10-20 years.

This job has some routine elements but still requires human judgment and interaction.

■■ Work-Life Balance

5.8/10 - Fair work-life balance

■ Personality Fit (RIASEC)

Higher scores indicate better personality fit for this career type.

Realistic 8.6/10 Investigative 4.0/10

Artistic 3.6/10 Social 5.4/10

Enterprising 4.0/10 Conventional 7.2/10

■ Top Skills Required

Ability to work at heights, Communication skills, Dexterity, Physical stamina, Physical strength, Self-motivated, Visualization

✓ Strengths ■ Challenges

• High Demand
• Flexible Work
• Continuous Learning

• Burnout Risk
• Rapid Technological Change

■ What They Do



Grounds maintenance workers typically do the following: • Mow, edge, and fertilize lawns • Weed and mulch landscape beds • Trim
hedges, shrubs, and small trees • Remove dead, damaged, or unwanted trees or branches • Plant flowers, trees, shrubs, and other
plants • Apply pesticides, herbicides, or other treatments to plants or soil • Water lawns, landscapes, and gardens • Monitor and
maintain plant health • Grounds maintenance workers do a variety of tasks to achieve pleasant and functional environments. • They
care for outdoor grounds of businesses, homes, parks, and other spaces and for indoor plants in hotels, malls, botanical gardens,
and other commercial and public facilities. • They generally work under the direction of a landscaping, lawn service, or
groundskeeping supervisor. Depending on their specific tasks, grounds maintenance workers may use a variety of handheld tools
(such as such as garden shears, spray applicators, and shovels) and power equipment (including lawnmowers, chain saws, and
backhoes). The following are examples of types of grounds maintenance workers: • Landscaping workersplant flowers, shrubs, trees,
and other vegetation to create new outdoor spaces or to upgrade existing ones. • They also trim, fertilize, mulch, and water plants. •
Some grade and install lawns or construct hardscapes such as walkways, patios, and decks. • Others help install lighting or sprinkler
systems. • Landscaping workers attend to a variety of commercial and residential settings, such as apartment buildings, homes,
hotels and motels, office buildings, and shopping malls. • Groundskeeping workers, also calledgroundskeepers, focus on property
upkeep. • Their duties include maintaining plants and trees, raking and mulching leaves, and laying sod. • They also care for
ornamental features, such as fountains, planters, and benches; clear snow and debris from walkways and parking lots; and tend to
groundskeeping equipment. • They work on many of the same settings that landscaping workers do, as well as on athletic fields,
cemeteries, and other lands that need maintenance. • Groundskeeping workers who care for athletic fields keep natural and artificial
turf in top condition, mark boundaries, and may paint turf with team logos and names before events. • They regularly mow, water,
fertilize, and aerate natural fields and ensure that the underlying soil drains properly. • They also vacuum and disinfect artificial turf to
prevent growth of harmful bacteria and replace worn turf or cushioning periodically. • In parks and recreation facilities,
groundskeepers care for lawns, trees, and shrubs. • They also maintain playgrounds; clean buildings and inspect, repair, and paint
them as needed; and keep parking lots, picnic areas, and other spaces free of litter. • They may erect and dismantle snow fences
and maintain swimming pools. • Some groundskeepers specialize in caring for cemeteries and memorial gardens. • They dig graves
to specified depths. • They mow grass regularly, apply fertilizers and other chemicals, prune shrubs and trees, plant flowers, and
remove debris from graves. • Greenskeepersmaintain golf courses. • Although similar overall to that of groundskeepers, their work on
turf maintenance may be more complex. • They also periodically relocate holes on putting greens and maintain canopies, benches,
and tee markers along the course. • Pesticide handlers, sprayers, and applicatorsapply herbicides, fungicides, and insecticides to
plants or soil to prevent or control weeds, insects, and diseases. • They inspect lawns for problems and apply chemical or other
treatments to stimulate growth and prevent or control threats to cultivated plants. • Tree trimmers and pruners, also
calledarborists,cut away dead or excess branches from trees or shrubs to clear utility lines, roads, sidewalks, and other areas. •
Some specialize in diagnosing and treating tree diseases. • Others specialize in pruning, trimming, and shaping ornamental trees and
shrubs.
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